Open Exhibit
Juried by Costa Vavagiakis
March 12-April 7, 2019

The Art League Award for Best in Show

Jeff Lodge Sunset Trawler

Honorable Mentions

Mary Beth Gaiarin Night Shift
James Howe Sarah
Cindi Lewis Looking Toward the Bay
Richard Moore Sunkist Day
Phil Puzick Snowy Ridge
Wilford Scott Phantoms
Gloria Spellman All Aboard
Deborah Taylor Water Lilies
Jane Thomas Nesting
Gale Wallar Morbier and Berkswell
Charles Williams Case Thresher C.1919

Artists Entered: 247 | Works Accepted: 100

*The Art League’s policy is to provide a complete exhibition for the duration of the month. We
request that purchased work remain on display through the course of the exhibit. Removal of
purchased work is at the director’s discretion.

Programming is made possible in part by the Virginia Commission for the Arts, National Endowment
for the Arts, Alexandria Commission for the Arts, and the United Way/CFC. The Art League is a non-
profit 501(c)(3) organization and all contributions are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.



Juror’s Dialogue

Not confined by theme or medium, open exhibits at The Art League gallery give artists the
opportunity to submit their best work, from airy pastels to lustrous ceramics. Through hundreds
of distinct entries, our exhibiting members approach their work from vastly different
perspectives. Some express opinions on current events; others experiment with color. Two
artists may capture a similar landscape, yet one uses a camera, and the other, oil paint. Thus,
all-media exhibits present the juror with unique challenges. They must curate an exhibit that
both showcases the individual artist and forms a cohesive show. This month our juror, painter
Costa Vavagiakis, was up to the task.

Haven Ashley: What was it like digitally curating an exhibit?

Costa Vavagiakis: First off, it's difficult to judge an open media show. There is so much variety
of style, technique, and medium. That being said, it can be hard to pick up some of the qualities
digitally, like the texture. You have to sense the quality of the work instead. Though the jury
process is harder [than in-person jurying] it's still fun. I make it work.

What advice do you have for artists submitting their work digitally?

Context is everything. Your work is always going to be judged if you put it on display, and you
always have what I call "A” and “B” work. You never want to show your “A” work with your “B”
work—it will bring down the better piece, and sometimes the lesser piece will stand out more.
Just put your best piece in.

Did you notice any recurring subjects or themes emerging as you made selections?

I was impressed with the overall substance in the work. The intent, the quality—nothing was
trivial. The artists here seem very committed.

How did your own work as an artist influence your decisions?

I became known for painting an interior, a still life and a cityscape all in one. So, when setting
up a still life, bring objects that have significance to you and will generate a visual response in
the viewer. A good still life is a formal arrangement with a personal connection. I will spend
hours just placing the objects.

As an instructor, what guidance do you often give your students?

You gotta feel passionate about it or forget it. Without intent, you’ll make a blah piece. The
creative process should be a powerful experience.

What advice do you have for artists who were not selected this time?

Rejection is tough, but it will always be a part of the art-making experience. There are so many
close calls! And subjectivity always plays a role, you can't deny that.
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